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JUNE 2010 NEWSLETTER 
 

Steak Cookout 
Sunday, June 27, 2010 - 4:30 p.m. 

 

 

 This event is the first one of the year to be 

held at the Chalet, and anyone who hasn’t been to 

the Chalet recently is in for big surprises – inside 

and outside.    

Hand cut and expertly grilled steaks are 

greatly anticipated, and delicious dishes 

contributed by our members are not to be missed.  

Members are asked to bring side dishes and 

desserts according to your last name: 
 

A - Q:  side dishes, salads, veggies 

R - Z:  desserts 
 

Tableware and sodas will be provided; beer 

will be sold for $1.00.  As always, members are 

welcome to bring their preferred beverages.   

 To register for the event, please use the 

coupon in this newsletter.  To allow for the proper 

number of steaks to be purchased, please submit 

your payment to Bernadette Groner by June 22nd.   
 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

New MembersNew MembersNew MembersNew Members    
    
    

Carolyn and Anthony Andrade 
 

Carolyn is a project manager for Quintiles, and 

Anthony is a lawyer with Shook, Hardy and Bacon. 

Carolyn’s maternal grandmother immigrated from 

Switzerland and Carolyn is interested in 

reconnecting with her Swiss heritage. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

 
A special invitation for Swiss Society members A special invitation for Swiss Society members A special invitation for Swiss Society members A special invitation for Swiss Society members 

& their families& their families& their families& their families 
“MODEL TRAINS” at the  FISHERS 

Saturday, July 10, 2010   2 - 5 p.m. 

11036 Oak Street, Kansas City, MO  64114 
 

Bring along your "little kids" and "big kids" 

to see a model train layout of pre-World War II 

America when steam locomotives were king.  You 

will see a 50 by 10 foot layout--with ten "standard 

gauge" trains—including eight steam locomotives.  

One of the trains is 11 feet long and the locomotive 

alone weighs 25 pounds.  Yes these are “big 

babies.”   

You'll enjoy lots of colors and the sound 

effects of "puffing and chuffing," smoke and 

whistles.  (We'll try not to set off the smoke 

alarm.)  There's a treat on board the red and green 

“Christmas Express” and a prize for the “little ones” 

who find the “hidden treasures” in our “Model 
Train Treasure Hunt.”  So bring the children and 

grandchildren, too.   
Look for the railroad crossing sign beside 

our garage door.  If you have questions or need 

directions, call 816-942-4868,   or “plug in” our 

address to MapQuest, Google or you GPS.   
NO RSVP NECESSARY.  Just drop in any time 

between 2 and 5 p.m.     
 

Jan & Roger FisherJan & Roger FisherJan & Roger FisherJan & Roger Fisher  
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Report of the Reception for the Swiss 

Consul General 
 

André’s Confiserie Suisse is a restaurant 

setting that we all know and love, and April 11, 

2010, it took on a different look and atmosphere; 

but the Bollier’s warm, welcoming comportment 

was at its peak for a reception honoring the Consul 

General of Switzerland, Giambattista Mondada, 

from Chicago.  Marcel Bollier, Kansas City’s 

Honorary Swiss Consul hosted the event as well as 

consular business meetings the following day.  

Other attendees for the reception and business 

meetings were Honorary Swiss Consuls from the 

Midwest region and a number of staff from the 

Chicago Consular office.   

André’s main dining area had been cleared 

and a long table of refreshing beverages was 

served by Andre’s efficient staff.  The main 

attraction of the beverages was a generous supply 

of Swiss wine provided by the Consul General. 

Guests were directed to the kitchen if they 

wished to have “a bite to eat.”  Being served in 

Andre’s gleaming, immaculate kitchen of warm 

yellow tiled walls, wooden work tables and spotless 

stainless steel machinery redefines “entertaining in 

the kitchen.” The middle of the kitchen contained 

exceptionally long tables of delicious quiches, 

petite sandwiches made from outstanding meats 

and breads; croissants and pretzel bread seemed to 

be the favorites.  Bowls of fresh fruit and platters 

of rich cheeses and vegetables supposedly rounded 

out the fare.  But, farther into the kitchen, and 

hidden from our initial view by a serious-looking 

machine, was an equally long serving table of the 

most wonderful assortment of desserts one could 

imagine – torts, cakes, chocolates and cookies 

galore.  It was an amazing presentation and a 

wonderful place to visit with other guests.  Who 

could be anything but pleasant and happy nibbling 

from these tables laden with food just this side of 

heaven? 

The guest list beyond the Swiss Consular 

attendees made for an interesting international 

affair with many countries represented by their 

local honorary consuls and officials.  Other guests 

of note were the Mayor of Kansas City, Mark 

Funkhouser and wife Gloria, as well as many of our 

Kansas City Swiss Society members from near and 

far. 

 
 
 Consul General Giambattista Mondada (front row, second from left 

with his wife to his right.  Marcel and Connie Bollier hosted other 

Honorary Swiss Consuls who serve the midwest region. 

 

         
 

Sunshine Report 
 With great sadness we report Jim Cottrell’s 

passing.  Jim had served on the board and attended 

many events through the years with his wife 

Mardy.  The Weihnachtsfest was special to him 

when he was able to share it with his 

grandchildren. 

Please call our Sunshine Chair, Kathlene 

Meyer, at (816) 373-6026 to give her information. 
 

 

Report of the Spring Clean-Up  

 

 Due to the late notice of the Spring Clean-

up, on April 17, 2010 there was a scant but hardy 

four workers for the “To Do” list;  Charlie and David 

Abend; and Jim and CeeAnn Neuenschwander.  The 

crew tackled the job of moving the excess dirt on 

the south side of the Chalet to the north side 

where it will help stabilize that area.  The 

remaining landscaping stones were used to 

construct a small retaining wall by the back door.  

CeeAnn worked on cleaning the kitchen and 

provided lunch.  Charlie certainly taught the other 

three young’uns a thing or two about hard work. 
 



 

Page 3 

Report of the Strawberry Picnic  

 

 Ample rain the week prior and a few drops 

that day made for damp, cool and cloudy weather 

for the Strawberry Picnic.  As usual, Franz 

Leuthardt was totally prepared as the Swiss flag 

was hung to greet us, the bonfire was laid, lengthy 

roasting sticks sharpened, and his barn a 

wonderfully warm, dry enclosure to set our tables 

and chairs.   

Harry Newby and Virginia Tilley contributed 

greatly to the success of the event as they brought 

the tableware supplies, coffee maker, chilled 

champagne and glasses.  Rolls, whipped cream, and 

cervelat from André’s and delicious side dishes and 

cakes from members completed the meal.   

Were the strawberries mentioned?  Franz 

provided the tastiest strawberries ever, with an 

assist by the Neuenschwanders and Kohlstaedts.  

Analeise will be happy to know that when she is 

missed, it takes multiple people to do what she 

normally does single-handedly.   

Not to disappoint the crowd, Franz played 

his Alpenhorn wearing his handsome traditional 

Swiss costume.  In spite of cool weather, 58 people 

enjoyed the relaxed Swiss companionship, warm 

fire and great food. 

 

Report of the Curtain Bee 
 

  Sewing machines humming, steam irons 

hissing and the friendly banter among women 

working together making new curtains for the 

Chalet is a sound that had not been heard in many 

years.  Among this group, there were only worker 

bees – no queen bee lazing around – as everyone 

contributed to their fullest.  As they worked, there 

was a wonderful camaraderie, interesting story 

telling and fascinating sharing of memories of past 

Swiss events.    

 Work began in earnest around 9:30 a.m. 

when most people arrived.  The fabric had been cut 

to length and sample curtains made by CeeAnn 

Neuenschwander prior to the day, so all was ready 

for the group.  Work stations were set up that 

included four sewing machines, three ironing 

boards, tables for pinning the fabric and a final 

pressing before the curtains were hung.   

 Amazingly, by the stroke of noon every 

curtain had been hung on the 21 windows in the 

main room of the Chalet.  As the group sat down to 

a wonderful pot luck luncheon, the feeling of 

satisfaction for a job well done and smiling faces 

graced the table.   

Those happy faces included:  Cindy Bell, Liz 

Kohlstaedt, Bernadette Groner, CeeAnn 

Neuenschwander, Sandy Zeller, Patty Barthold, 

Barbara Smith, Helen Wilson, Betty Wilson, Phyllis 

Roth, Helen Horan, Cecilia Reardon and Robin Altis.  

Jim Neuenschwander was finishing the last of 

installing the new curtain rods and helped to hang 

the finished curtains.  As Chalet Committee Chair, 

he was smiling, too.  It’s no exaggeration to say, “a 

good time was had by all.” 

 

 
Sewers:  Sandy Zeller, Bernadette Groner and Barbara Smith 

 
 

 

      Satisfied with the morning’s work, everyone enjoys a delicious lunch. 
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Highlights from Board Meeting 

May 22, 2010, 8:30 a.m. at André’s 
 

 

 President, Liz Kohlstaedt called the meeting 

to order. 

The previous minutes were approved and 

treasurer’s report was accepted as presented.  

A review of the Strawberry Picnic took 

place. Plans for the Steak Cookout were discussed, 

and the price structure was set to encourage family 

attendance. 

 Two donations were received by the board.  

Ann Schwartz donated Swiss fabric and Dr. John 

and Mary Hunkeler donated various pieces of 

authentic Swiss jewelry that had previously 

belonged to his mother.   

 Other business included the approval of 

new members Carolyn and Anthony Andrade, 

initial planning for the Bundesfeier and the Ladies 

Helvetia Society hosting the upcoming curtain-

making event. 

  The next board meeting will be Saturday, 

June 26, 2010, at 9:30 a.m. at André’s. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ + ++ + ++ + ++ + + A Little A Little A Little A Little    Swiss News Swiss News Swiss News Swiss News + + ++ + ++ + ++ + + 
    
    

+++ For the first time in history a female Swiss Indy car 

driver raced in the Indianapolis 500 on Memorial Day 

weekend.  Simona de Silvestro from Thun, Switzerland 

started 24th in a field of 33 cars.  She finished 16th and 

was one of four female drivers to compete. 

        The following weekend, Simona raced at the Texas 

Speedway and had advanced to 16th place after starting 

26th, but she was involved a flaming crash.  Fortunately 

she was pulled from the blazing car with only a burned 

hand and is looking forward to the next race.  Quite a 

determined competitor and one to watch! 

(Source: Neuenschwander Family IndyCar fans) 
 

+ + + + + + + + + ++ ++ ++ + +  +  +  +     
    

+++ Electronic voting for eligible citizens living abroad is 

being piloted in some cantons.  Basel-Stadt used this 

plan for the first time in November 2009. 
 

+++ Switzerland’s third national language is on the 

decline as fewer pupils are learning Italian and Italian-

speaking Switzerland is underrepresented in the federal 

administration. Berne is attempting to remedy this via 

the Language Law. 
 

+++ “Swiss television – Das Schweizer Fernsehen – is 

planning a series of portraits of major Swiss figures from 

the past and present. ‘Swiss Review’ would like to know 

who the Swiss abroad think are the greatest ever 

Swiss.” 

(Source: Swiss Review at www.revue.ch/en) 
 

 

 

 

 

2010 Board of Directors and Officers 
 

President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Liz Kohlstaedt 

(816) 554-2339 

Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rene Bollier 

(816) 214-6449 

Secretary  .. . . . . . . . . . .CeeAnn Neuenschwander 

(913) 451-4603 

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bernadette Groner 

(816) 361-3956 

1 Year Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bruce Hiller 

(816) 468-6418 

2 Year Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Linda Scott 

(913) 661-9198 

3 Year Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Roger Fisher 

(816) 942-4868 

    

    

Schedule of EventsSchedule of EventsSchedule of EventsSchedule of Events    
 

         

� Steak Cookout 

         Sunday - June 27, 2010 
 

� Model Trains at the Fisher’s 

   Saturday – July 10, 2010 
 

���� Bundesfeier 

         Saturday - July 31, 2010 
 

���� Schutzenfest-Raclette 

         Sunday - October 3, 2010 
 

���� Weihnachtsfest 

   Sunday - December 5, 2010 
 

 

Ladies Swiss Helvetia Society 

◊ September 11, 2010 – location 

TBA.  Will make Weihnachtsfest 

bags. 
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Event Registration Coupon:  Steak Cookout 
 

Sunday, June 27, 2010 at 4:30 p.m.       

 
 
Name: ________________________________________________ 
 
Names of your party attending:  ____________________________________________________________  
 
 
Enclose:  $10.00   per adult _________   Children under 12 years of age – free 
 
 

Total Enclosed $________ 
 
 
 
 

By June 22, 2010 mail to:  Bernadette Groner, 6532 Oak Street, Kansas City, MO  64113-2336  
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The Kansas City Swiss Society 

CeeAnn Neuenschwander, Secretary 

9012 W. 115
th

 Terrace 

Overland Park, KS   66210 

   

  Address Change Requested 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


